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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

Note: Because of the rapidly changing situation with COVID-19, all or portions of this hearing may be conducted 

virtually. Information will be posted on our website at https://www.dfw.state.or.us/agency/commission/minutes/

NEED FOR THE RULE(S)

Management actions are needed to address four distinct issues regarding the commercial and recreational harvest of 

shellfish. Rationale for each proposed action is provided below: 

Prohibits Recreational Take of Sea Stars (proposed permanent rule): The 2022 Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(ODFW) Sport Fishing Regulations for the Marine Zone currently allow for the take of “Starfish” (daily limit of 10 per 

person per day) under the broad category of “Starfish, Urchins, Snails, Shore Crabs, and all other marine invertebrates 

not listed.” Recent mass mortality of sea stars along the Pacific northwest coast (2013-present) greatly reduced the 

abundance for multiple species of sea stars in the intertidal and subtidal zones. In particular, the decline of sunflower 

sea stars is estimated at over 90%, and the species has recently been proposed for consideration by National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) as a threatened or endangered species. Monitoring information for several 

other species of sea stars indicates that recovery rates are low or that data are not available to determine recovery. 

Recreational take of any species of sea star is very low along the Oregon coast, although some individuals are taken on 

occasion for drying as souvenirs. Staff proposes to broadly prohibit recreational take of all sea stars in Oregon while the 

at-risk status of the regional population of sunflower sea stars is under consideration by NOAA and pending the 
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outcome of the federal-level review. 

Daily Catch Limit for Non-native European Green Crab (proposed permanent rule): The 2022 ODFW Sport Fishing 

Regulations for the Marine Zone do not include any specific reference to non-native European green crab, and their 

harvest (daily limit of 10 per person per day) is currently allowed under the broad category of “Starfish, Urchins, Snails, 

Shore Crabs, and all other marine invertebrates not listed.”  Information generated by the monitoring of non-native 

European green crab in Oregon bays and estuaries indicates that the population has steadily increased in abundance 

over the past 5 years. Increased public awareness of the growing abundance of European green crab in Oregon bays has 

prompted numerous comments and recommendations that ODFW raise the daily catch limit for this species. ODFW 

staff believe that it is appropriate to establish a new daily catch limit for European green crab at 35 crab per person per 

day. Unlimited harvest of this non-native species is not recommended due to public uncertainty regarding species 

identifications and likelihood for damage to red rock crab and undersized Dungeness crab. 

Electronic Fish Tickets for Commercial Intertidal and Bay Clam Dive Fisheries (proposed change from temporary rule to 

permanent rule): Timely and accurate information about commercial landings of bay clams is needed to track species-

specific quotas and make appropriate management decisions about opening and closure of bay clam fisheries. Shellfish 

dealers are required to fill out a fish ticket to record each purchase of bay clams, and the existing system to track 

commercial harvests currently includes a time-delay associated with submitting fish tickets. Paper tickets have at least a 

10-day delay before they are received and entered by ODFW into the agency database. We propose that ODFW 

require electronic fish tickets, which will reduce the time-delay and increase accuracy of tracking and improve 

management of the commercial Intertidal and Bay Clam Dive Fisheries. This requirement was adopted as temporary

rules in 2021 and 2022. 

Commercial Harvest Area and Annual Landing Cap for Bay Clam Dive Fishery in Yaquina Bay (proposed change from 

temporary rule to permanent rule): Yaquina Bay is a popular coastal embayment that supports mixed uses including 

commercial fishing, charter boat operations, recreational clamming and crabbing, sailing, operation of research vessels, 

U.S. Coast Guard activities, kayaking, SCUBA diving, watching marine mammals, and other activities. When commercial 

bay clam dive harvest activity dramatically increased in 2018, it became evident that guidelines are needed to aid 

development of a commercial fishery that is appropriate within the current mix of activities that occur in Yaquina Bay. 

ODFW staff conducted surveys of bay clam populations in the intertidal and subtidal zones and identified a specific area 

and biomass for the commercial bay clam dive fishery. A temporary rule was established in 2021 to specify that “the 

commercial landing cap for clams harvested by the bay clam dive fishery in Yaquina Bay is 20,000 pounds for gaper 

clams.” We propose that the temporary rule be carried forward as a permanent rule, and that the commercial harvest 

area is designated as “north of the navigation channel that extends eastward from the western end of the commercial 

boat basin breakwater. Harvest is not allowed from any areas south of the northern navigational channel boundary. 

Harvest is not allowed in depths shallower than 10 feet below mean lower low water.” 

DOCUMENTS RELIED UPON, AND WHERE THEY ARE AVAILABLE

1. Staff report to be prepared for the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission hearing on 3/18/2022.

A copy of the rules and the other documents relied upon for this rulemaking [the above document(s)] are available from 

the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Fish Division, 4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE, Salem, Oregon 97302-

1142. Contact Lisa Kingsley at 503-947-6233 or lisa.m.kingsley@odfw.oregon.gov to view by appointment between the 

hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., on normal working days, Monday through Friday.

STATEMENT IDENTIFYING HOW ADOPTION OF RULE(S) WILL AFFECT RACIAL EQUITY IN THIS STATE
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The Department has solicited input form representatives of underrepresented communities likely to be affected on 

whether the proposed rule will have a fiscal impact on the community, the extent of the fiscal impact, and whether the 

rules will have significant impact on underrepresented communities.  For a complete list of persons, the department has 

invited to provide pre-notice comments please contact Lisa Kingsley at 503-947-6233 or 

lisa.m.kingsley@odfw.oregon.gov.

FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT: 

State agencies that could be affected by these rules are the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW) and the 

Oregon State Police (OSP). No significant changes from the current levels of these agencies' staffing, expenditures, or 

revenues are expected to result from the adoption of these particular rules.

COST OF COMPLIANCE: 

(1) Identify any state agencies, units of local government, and members of the public likely to be economically affected by the 

rule(s). (2) Effect on Small Businesses: (a) Estimate the number and type of small businesses subject to the rule(s); (b) Describe the

expected reporting, recordkeeping and administrative activities and cost required to comply with the rule(s); (c) Estimate the cost

of professional services, equipment supplies, labor and increased administration required to comply with the rule(s). 

State agencies that could be affected by these rules are the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW) and the 

Oregon State Police (OSP). No significant changes from the current levels of these agencies' staffing, expenditures, or 

revenues are expected to result from the adoption of these particular rules.

DESCRIBE HOW SMALL BUSINESSES WERE INVOLVED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THESE RULE(S):

(1) Identify any state agencies, units of local government, and members of the public likely to be economically affected 

by the rule(s). 

State agencies that could be affected by these rules are the ODFW and OSP, primarily through additional staff time 

associated with outreach, awareness, and compliance. No significant changes from the current levels of these agencies' 

staffing, expenditures, or revenues are expected to result from the adoption of these proposed rules. The proposal to 

require electronic fish tickets for the commercial bay clam fisheries under permanent rule will save ODFW staff time 

and increase agency efficiency. We cannot estimate the fiscal impact of these continued cost savings but are confident it

will provide a direct benefit to the program. 

No units of local government are expected to be affected by these rules. 

There are no major expected economic impacts to the general public. Public impact is expected to be minimal because 

recreational take of sea stars is very low along the Oregon coast, although some individual sea stars are taken on 

occasion for drying as souvenirs. Persons who gather sea stars for souvenirs, currently have other substitute options 

that allow for more sustainable beach combing, so this is unlikely to result in a direct economic impact to the group of 

individuals who participate in this activity. 

The proposed action establishing a maximum allowable annual landing cap for the bay clams commercially harvested 

from the subtidal zone of Yaquina Bay may have a potential to impact those who participate in that specific fishery. It is 

difficult to estimate the magnitude or direction of the economic impact of this annual landing cap. The action could be 

viewed as a negative impact since it establishes a maximum limit on the number of clams that can be taken. 

Alternatively, the action could also be viewed as a positive impact to harvesters because it allows for increased 

certainty in the commercial Bay Clam Dive Fishery through the establishment of permanent regulations regarding the 

amount and area where clams may be harvested from the subtidal zone. In general, fishery harvest restrictions may 

reduce short-term economic benefits, but they are necessary to sustain fishing opportunities and contribute to healthy 

ocean ecosystems in the long term. Failure to constrain harvest to appropriate levels may result in more severe 

economic impacts in the future. The proposal here is intended to strike a balance between present and future use for 

the purpose of sustaining fishery resource benefits over time. 
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(2) Effect on Small Businesses: 

(a) Estimate the number and type of small businesses subject to the rule(s); 

Generally, there are only about 10 – 15 dealers that participate in the commercial bay clam fisheries and are required to

submit fish tickets. All dealers are already in compliance with the current temporary rule requiring the submission of 

electronic fish tickets. It is anticipated that any new dealers would also operate in compliance with the requirement to 

record their transactions electronically and submit electronic fish tickets. 

(b) Describe the expected reporting, recordkeeping and administrative activities and cost required to comply with the 

rule(s); 

Though we are unable to estimate costs monetarily, it is anticipated there would be minimal additional recordkeeping or

administrative costs to business participants. 

(c) Estimate the cost of professional services, equipment supplies, labor and increased administration required to 

comply with the rule(s). 

All dealers who participate in the commercial harvest of bay clams currently submit electronic fish tickets as required by 

the existing temporary rule. It is unlikely that additional costs will be incurred by extension of the temporary rule into a 

permanent rule.

WAS AN ADMINISTRATIVE RULE ADVISORY COMMITTEE CONSULTED?  NO   IF NOT, WHY NOT?

The Tillamook Bay Clam Advisory Committee (TBCAC) has held discussions regarding proposal (3) Electronic Fish 

Tickets for Commercial Bay Clam Fisheries. The TBCAC includes three active participants in the commercial bay clam 

fisheries, and their commercial harvest operations routinely require compliance with the existing requirement to submit 

electronic fish tickets to record transactions regarding their commercial landings of bay clams. Input provided by the 

TBCAC and participants in the commercial bay clam fisheries was considered during development of the proposed 

rules.

RULES PROPOSED: 

635-005-0290, 635-005-0355, 635-006-0210, 635-039-0090

AMEND: 635-005-0290

RULE SUMMARY: Management actions are proposed to address four issues regarding the commercial and recreational 

harvest of shellfish: 

(1) prohibits recreational take of sea stars; 

(2) establishes a daily catch limit of 35 for recreational take of non-native European Green Crab;

(3) requires electronic fish tickets for the commercial Intertidal and Bay Clam Dive Fisheries; and

(4) establishes a designated commercial harvest area and annual landing cap of 20,000 lbs for gaper clams taken from 

Yaquina Bay.

CHANGES TO RULE: 

635-005-0290
Closed Seasons and Areas ¶

It is unlawful to take for commercial purposes:¶ 
(1) Gaper clams from January 1 through June 30, except under a limited entry Bay Clam Dive Permit (OAR 635-
005-0310) an incidental catch of one gaper clam per eight butter clams, or 25 pounds of gaper clams per 100
pounds of butter clams, whichever allows the greater gaper clam incidental catch.¶
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(2) Razor clams from July 15 through September 30 in the area north of Tillamook Head in Clatsop County.¶ 
(3) Any clams from:¶ 
(a) Little Nestucca Bay;¶ 
(b) Big Nestucca Bay;¶ 
(c) Netarts Bay, except cockles may be taken in an area west of and including the main channel, north of the 
northern boundary line for the Shellfish Preserve (Latitude 45 23.68'N), and south of Latitude 45 24.71'N, near 
the informational kiosk;¶ 
(d) Salmon River and Bay;¶ 
(e) Siletz River and Bay; or¶ 
(f) All state parks south of Tillamook Head.¶ 
(4) Bay clams in Tillamook Bay from the following areas:¶ 
(a) The "Ghost Hole" from the floating toilet site south to Sandstone Point and 500 feet westward from the 
Highway 101 shoreline;¶ 
(b) The area east of a line connecting the Coast Guard tower on the north jetty, buoy marker 13, and Hobsonville 
Point; or¶ 
(c) The area above mean lower low water near Kincheloe Point.;¶ 
(5) Subtidal cockle clams in Netarts Bay.¶ 
(6) Subtidal bay clams in Coos Bay from the following areas:¶ 
(a) In depths shallower than 10 feet from mean lower low water; or¶ 
(b) The area of South Slough south of the Charleston bridge.¶ 
(7) Any clams from the Shellfish Preserve in Yaquina Bay, Lincoln County, which is the tideflat on the north side of 
the wood piling breakwater, south of the troller's basin. The legal description is as follows: Beginning at a point 
1,181.24 feet south and 430.55 feet east of the meander corner of Sections 8 and 9, T11S, R11W, W.M., said point 
being a flashing red beacon on the southeastern end of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers wood piling breakwater, 
thence northwesterly along said breakwater to a point being a flashing white beacon on the northwestern end of 
said breakwater located 583.46 feet south and 2,082.62 feet west of the above meander corner, thence 
southeasterly along the extreme low water line of the sand pit lying on the north side of the said breakwater to the 
point of beginning, said tideland being 7.2 acres, more or less, at mean low water line.¶ 
(8) Any clams from the Shellfish Preserve in Netarts Bay beginning from the quarter corner of Section 17, 20, T2S, 
R10W, thence north 10 degrees 14 feet west 200 feet to point of beginning, thence west approximately 6,250 feet 
to the west meander line of Netarts Bay, thence north 1,000 feet, thence east about 6,250 feet, thence south 
along the meander line to the point of beginning, except any privately owned tidelands within the described area 
are excluded from the closure.¶ 
(9) Any shellfish from Special Regulation Marine Areas as described in OAR 635-005-0260.¶ 
(10) Clams or mussels from a health closure area closed for biotoxins. "Health closure area" means an area closed 
to the public due to health risks of consuming shellfish from the area, and "Biotoxin" means naturally occurring 
shellfish toxins monitored by the Oregon Department of Agriculture.¶ 
(11) Any shellfish taken for human consumption from an area designated as restricted by the Oregon Department 
of Agriculture. Fishers should call the Oregon Department of Agriculture Shellfish Safety Hotline at 1-800-448- 
2474, the Oregon Department of Agriculture Food Safety Division at 1-503-986-4720 or visit the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture website at www.oregon.gov/ODA to confirm the area of intended harvest is open 
before harvesting shellfish.¶ 
(12) Littleneck clams (Leukoma staminea).¶ 
(13) Any subtidal clams from Yaquina Bay, except from the harvest area north of the navigation channel that 
extends eastward from the western end of the commercial boat basin breakwater. Harvest is not allowed from 
any areas south of the northern navigational channel boundary. Harvest is not allowed in depths shallower than 
10 feet below mean lower low water. 
Statutory/Other Authority: ORS 506.036, ORS 506.109, ORS 506.119, ORS 506.129 
Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 506.109, ORS 506.129
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AMEND: 635-005-0355

RULE SUMMARY: Management actions are proposed to address four issues regarding the commercial and recreational 

harvest of shellfish: 

(1) prohibits recreational take of sea stars; 

(2) establishes a daily catch limit of 35 for recreational take of non-native European Green Crab; 

(3) requires electronic fish tickets for the commercial Intertidal and Bay Clam Dive Fisheries; and 

(4) establishes a designated commercial harvest area and annual landing cap of 20,000 lbs for gaper clams taken from 

Yaquina Bay.

CHANGES TO RULE: 

635-005-0355 
Catch Limits 
(1) In Tillamook Bay, the annual commercial landing caps for clams harvested by the bay clam dive fishery are as 
follows:¶ 
(a) 185,000 pounds for cockles,;¶ 
(b) 235,000 pounds for gaper clams,; and¶ 
(c) 225,000 pounds for butter clams.¶ 
(2) In Yaquina Bay, the annual commercial landing cap for gaper clams harvested by the bay clam dive fishery is 
20,000 pounds.¶ 
(3) When any of the annual commercial clam landing caps specified in section (1) or (2) of this rule are reached, the 
commercial clam fishery for that species in that particular estuary will close for the remainder of the calendar 
year. 
Statutory/Other Authority: ORS 506.036, ORS 506.109, ORS 506.119, ORS 506.129 
Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 506.109, ORS 506.129
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AMEND: 635-006-0210

RULE SUMMARY: Management actions are proposed to address four issues regarding the commercial and recreational 

harvest of shellfish: 

(1) prohibits recreational take of sea stars; 

(2) establishes a daily catch limit of 35 for recreational take of non-native European Green Crab; 

(3) requires electronic fish tickets for the commercial Intertidal and Bay Clam Dive Fisheries; and 

(4) establishes a designated commercial harvest area and annual landing cap of 20,000 lbs for gaper clams taken from 

Yaquina Bay.

CHANGES TO RULE: 

635-006-0210 
Fish Receiving Ticket - All Fish 
(1) Except as provided in OAR 635-006-0211, for each purchase of food fish or shellfish by a licensed wholesale 
fish dealer, wholesale fish bait dealer, food fish canner, or shellfish canner from a commercial fisher or commercial 
bait fisher, the dealer or canner shall prepare at the time of landing a Fish Receiving Ticket, or a separate 
document in lieu of a Fish Receiving Ticket provided the original dock ticket is attached to the completed dealer 
copy of the Fish Receiving Ticket and kept on file for inspection by the Director, the Director's authorized agent, 
or by the Oregon State Police. Fish dealers shall be required to account for all Fish Receiving Tickets received from 
the Department. Fish Receiving Tickets shall be issued in numerical sequence.¶ 
(2) Fish Receiving Tickets shall include the following:¶ 
(a) Fish dealer's name and license number, including the buying station and location if the food fish or shellfish 
were received at any location other than the licensed premises of the fish dealer;¶ 
(b) Date of landing;¶ 
(c) His or her name from whom purchase is made. If not landed from a vessel, then his or her commercial license 
number shall be added. If received from a Columbia River treaty Indian, his or her tribal affiliation and enrollment 
number as shown on the official identification card issued by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, or tribal government, shall be used in lieu of an address or commercial fishing license;¶ 
(d) Boat name, boat license number, and federal document or State Marine Board number from which catch 
made;¶ 
(e) For groundfish harvested in the limited entry fixed gear fishery, the federal limited entry fixed gear permit 
number associated with the landing or portion of landing, which shall be provided by the vessel operator to the 
preparer of the fish ticket;¶ 
(f) Port of first landing. The port of first landing will be recorded as where a vessel initially crosses from the Pacific 
Ocean to inland waters, or is physically removed from the Pacific Ocean, for the purposes of ending a fishing trip;¶ 
(g) Fishing gear used by the fisher;¶ 
(h) For salmon, zone or area of primary catch and for Dungeness crab, all harvest areas as defined by OAR 635-
006-0201 from which Dungeness crab were taken;¶ 
(i) Species or species group, as determined by the Department, of food fish or shellfish received;¶ 
(j) Pounds of each species or species group, as determined by the Department, received:¶ 
(A) Pounds must be determined and reported based on condition of the fish when landed, either dressed or round. 
Dressed pounds may only be used for species with a conversion factor listed at OAR 635-006-0215(3)(g). 
Measures must be taken using a certified scale.¶ 
(B) Pounds shall include those fish or shellfish with no commercial value.¶ 
(k) For Columbia River sturgeon the exact number of fish received and the actual round weight of that number of 
fish;¶ 
(l) Price paid per pound for each species received;¶ 
(m) Signature of the individual preparing the Fish Receiving Ticket;¶ 
(n) Signature of the vessel operator making the landing;¶ 
(o) Species name, pounds and value of fish retained by fisher for take home use.¶ 
(3) Except as provided in OAR 635-006-0212 and OAR 635-006-0213, the original of each Fish Receiving Ticket 
covering food fish and shellfish received shall be forwarded within five working days of the date of landing to the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE, Salem, OR 97302 or through the 
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission West Coast E-Ticket system or as required by Title 50 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations, part 660 Subpart C. All fish dealer amendments must be conducted in the same system in 
which the ticket was initially submitted.¶ 
(4) For Columbia River non-treaty mainstem and Select Area commercial fisheries downstream of Bonneville 
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Dam, each licensed wholesale fish dealer, wholesale fish bait dealer, limited fish seller, and food fish canner must 
submit fish receiving tickets electronically through the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC) West 
Coast E-Ticket System for all salmon, sturgeon, smelt and shad landed. Electronic fish tickets (e-tickets) must be 
submitted within 24 hours of closure of the fishing period, or within 24 hours of landing for fishing periods lasting 
longer than 24 hours. All fish dealer amendments to electronic fish tickets must be conducted in the same system 
in which the tickets were initially submitted.¶ 
(5) For the Ocean and Bay Dungeness Crab Fisheries, as defined in OAR 635-005-0400 and OAR 635-005-04500, 
each licensed wholesale fish dealer, wholesale fish bait dealer, limited fish seller, and food fish canner must submit 
fish receiving tickets electronically through the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC) West Coast 
E-Ticket System for all Dungeness crab landed. Electronic fish tickets (e-tickets) must be submitted within one 
working day of the date of landing. All fish dealer amendments to electronic fish tickets must be conducted in the 
same system in which the tickets were initially submitted.¶ 
(6) For the Intertidal and Bay Clam Dive Fisheries, as defined in OAR 635-005-0305 and OAR 635-005-0365, 
each licensed wholesale fish dealer, wholesale fish bait dealer, limited fish seller, and food fish canner must submit 
fish receiving tickets electronically through the PSMFC West Coast E-Ticket System for all clams landed, with the 
exception of razor clams. E-tickets must be submitted within one working day of the date of landing. All fish dealer 
amendments to electronic fish tickets must be conducted in the same system in which the tickets were initially 
submitted.¶ 
(7) Wholesale fish bait dealers landing small quantities of food fish or shellfish may request authorization to 
combine multiple landings on one Fish Receiving Ticket and to deviate from the time in which Fish Receiving 
Tickets are due to the Department. Such request shall be in writing, and written authorization from the 
Department shall be received by the wholesale fish bait dealer before any such deviations may occur. 
Statutory/Other Authority: ORS 496.138, ORS 496.146, ORS 496.162, ORS 506.036, ORS 506.109, ORS 
506.119, ORS 506.129, 508.530,ORS 508.5350 
Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 506.109, ORS 506.129, ORS 508.025, ORS 508.535, ORS 508.040, ORS 
508.550
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AMEND: 635-039-0090

RULE SUMMARY: Management actions are proposed to address four issues regarding the commercial and recreational 

harvest of shellfish: 

(1) prohibits recreational take of sea stars; 

(2) establishes a daily catch limit of 35 for recreational take of non-native European Green Crab; 

(3) requires electronic fish tickets for the commercial Intertidal and Bay Clam Dive Fisheries; and 

(4) establishes a designated commercial harvest area and annual landing cap of 20,000 lbs for gaper clams taken from 

Yaquina Bay.

CHANGES TO RULE: 

635-039-0090 
Inclusions and Modifications ¶ 
 
(1) The 2022 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations provide requirements for sport fisheries for marine fish, shellfish, 
and marine invertebrates in the Pacific Ocean, coastal bays, and beaches, commonly referred to as the Marine 
Zone. However, additional regulations may be adopted in this rule division from time to time and to the extent of 
any inconsistency, they supersede the 2022 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations.¶ 
(2) For the purposes of this rule, a "sport harvest guideline" is defined as a specified numerical harvest objective 
that is not a quota. Attainment of a harvest guideline does not automatically close a fishery. Upon attainment of a 
sport harvest guideline, the Department shall initiate consultation to determine if additional regulatory actions 
are necessary to achieve management objectives. The following sport harvest guidelines include the combined 
landings and other fishery related mortality by the Oregon sport fishery in a single calendar year: ¶ 
(a) Black rockfish, 389.1 metric tons;¶ 
(b) Blue rockfish and deacon rockfish combined: 73.71.2 metric tons;¶ 
(c) Other Nearshore Rockfish combined: 10.85 metric tons;¶ 
(d) Cabezon, 19.48.6 metric tons; and¶ 
(e) Greenling, 35.84.4 metric tons.¶ 
(3) For the purposes of this rule, "Other nearshore rockfish" means the following rockfish species: black and 
yellow (Sebastes chrysolmelas); brown (S. auriculatus); calico (S. dalli); China (S. nebulosus); copper (S. caurinus); 
gopher (S. carnatus); grass (S. rastrelliger); kelp (S. atrovirens); olive (S. serranoides); quillback (S. maliger); and 
treefish (S. serriceps).¶ 
(4) In addition to the regulations for Marine Fish in the 2022 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations, the following 
apply for the sport fishery in the Marine Zone:¶ 
(a) Lingcod (including green colored lingcod): 2 fish daily bag limit.¶ 
(b) All rockfish ("sea bass" "snapper"), greenling ("sea trout"), cabezon, skates, and other marine fish species not 
listed in the 2022 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations in the Marine Zone, located under the category of Finfish 
Species, General Marine Species: 65 fish daily bag limit in aggregate (total sum or number), of which no more than 
one may be a China rockfish, or copper rockfish or quillback rockfish in aggregate, and no more than one may be a 
cabezon, when retention of cabezon is allowed. Retention of the following species is prohibited:¶ 
(A) Yelloweye rockfish; and¶ 
(B) Cabezon from January 1 through June 30; and¶ 
(C) Quillback rockfish.¶ 
(c) Flatfish (flounder, sole, sanddabs, turbot, and all halibut species except Pacific halibut): 25 fish daily bag limit in 
aggregate (total sum or number).¶ 
(d) Except as specified in subsection (4)(d)(A), retention of all marine fish listed under the category of Finfish 
Species, General Marine Species, except Pacific cod, sablefish, flatfish, herring, anchovy, smelt, sardine, striped 
bass, hybrid bass, and offshore pelagic species (excluding leopard shark and soupfin shark), is prohibited when 
Pacific halibut is retained on the vessel during open days for the all-depth sport fishery for Pacific halibut when 
the sport fishery for general marine species (other than flatfish species) is closed outside of the 40 fathom curve as 
specified in subsection (4)(f).¶ 
(A) Persons must also consult all publications referenced in OAR 635-039-0080 to determine all rules applicable 
to the taking of Pacific halibut.¶ 
(B) When the all-depth sport fishery for Pacific halibut is open and the sport fishery for general marine species 
(other than flatfish species) is closed outside of the 40-fathom curve as specified in subsection (4)(f), fishing with 
long-leader gear is allowed on the same trip as all-depth halibut fishing as follows:¶ 
(i) When rockfish are onboard the vessel, anglers are only allowed to retain the species listed under subsection 
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(4)(h)(A) and must use longleader gear as defined in subsection (4)(e)(F);¶ 
(ii) Pacific cod, sablefish, flatfish, herring, anchovy, smelt, sardine, striped bass, hybrid bass, and offshore pelagic 
species (excluding leopard shark and soupfin shark) may be retained while all-depth halibut fishing, prior to 
retaining any rockfish species; ¶ 
(iii) It is not required to separate all-depth halibut fishing from long-leader fishing by returning to the dock and 
offloading fish. A long-leader fishing trip must be separated from any other fishing trip where groundfish are 
retained by returning to the dock and offloading fish; and¶ 
(iv) All other requirements and prohibitions contained within subsection (4)(h) apply.¶ 
(e) Harvest methods and other specifications for marine fish in subsections (4)(a), (4)(b) and (4)(c) including the 
following:¶ 
(A) Minimum length for lingcod, 22 inches.¶ 
(B) Minimum length for cabezon,16 inches.¶ 
(C) May be taken by angling, hand, bow and arrow, spear, gaff hook, snag hook and herring jigs.¶ 
(D) Mutilating the fish so the size or species cannot be determined prior to landing or transporting mutilated fish 
across state waters is prohibited.¶ 
(E) When angling for groundfish or Pacific halibut in the Pacific Ocean or when in possession of groundfish or 
Pacific halibut, all watercraft shall have a functional descending device on board and shall use a descending device 
when releasing any rockfish outside of the 30-fathom curve (defined by latitude and longitude) as shown in Title 
50 Code of Federal Regulations Part 660 Section 71. Upon request, a descending device shall be presented for 
inspection by any person authorized to enforce the wildlife laws or a representative of the Department. In this 
subsection, "descending device" means a device capable of returning a rockfish back to a depth of at least 100 feet 
to assist the fish in recompression and to improve the fish's chance of survival.¶ 
(F) Long-leader gear means fishing gear with the following: one fishing line, deployed with a sinker and no more 
than three hooks, with a minimum of 30 feet (9.14 meters) between the sinker and the lowest hook, and a non-
compressible float attached to the line above the hooks. The hooks can only be equipped with artificial lures or 
molded soft plastic or rubber imitations of worms, eggs, insects, bait fish, crayfish, etc. 5 inches or less in length 
and/or artificial flies. Natural bait may not be used. ¶ 
(f) Sport fisheries for species in subsections (4)(a), (4)(b) and (4)(c) and including leopard shark and soupfin shark 
are open January 1 through December 31, twenty-four hours per day, except as provided in subsections 4(b) and 
(4)(d). Ocean waters are closed for these species, with the exception of flatfish species, during Junely 1 through 
August 31, outside of the 40-fathom curve (defined by latitude and longitude) as shown in Title 50 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 660 Section 71, except as provided in subsection 4(d) or when fishing with long-leader gear 
during such times and in such areas as allowed in federal rule. A 20-fathom, 25-fathom, or 30-fathom curve, as 
shown in Title 50 Code of Federal Regulations Part 660 Section 71 may be implemented as the management line 
as inseason modifications necessitate. In addition, the following management lines may be used to set area-
specific regulations for inseason action only:¶ 
(A) Cape Lookout (45 20'30" N latitude); and¶ 
(B) Cape Blanco (42 50'20" N latitude).¶ 
(g) The Stonewall Bank Yelloweye Rockfish Conservation Area (YRCA) is defined by coordinates specified in Title 
50 Code of Federal Regulations Part 660 Section 70 (October 1, 2018 ed.). Within the YRCA, it is unlawful to fish 
for, take, or retain species listed in subsections (4)(a), (4)(b) and (4)(c) of this rule, leopard shark, soupfin shark, and 
Pacific halibut using recreational fishing gear. A vessel engaged in recreational fishing within the YRCA is 
prohibited from possessing any species listed in subsections (4)(a), (4)(b) and (4)(c) of this rule, leopard shark, 
soupfin shark, and Pacific halibut. Recreational fishing vessels in possession of species listed in subsections (4)(a), 
(4)(b) and (4)(c) and including leopard shark, soupfin shark, and Pacific halibut may transit the YRCA without 
fishing gear in the water.¶ 
(h) On any fishing trip where fishing with long-leader gear (as defined in subsection (4)(e)(F)) occurs seaward of the 
40-fathom curve (defined by latitude and longitude) as shown in Title 50 Code of Federal Regulations Part 660 
Section 71, the following apply:¶ 
(A) It is unlawful to retain any species in the Groundfish Group other than yellowtail rockfish (Sebastes flavidus), 
widow rockfish (S. entomelas), canary rockfish (S. pinniger), deacon rockfish (S.diaconus), blue rockfish (S. 
mystinus), redstripe rockfish (S. proriger), greenstriped rockfish (S.elongatus), chilipepper rockfish (S. goodei), 
bocaccio rockfish (S. paucispinis), or silvergray rockfish (S.brevispinis);¶ 
(B) The daily bag limit is 10 fish in aggregate for the species listed in section (4)(h)(A);¶ 
(C) A long-leader fishing trip must be separated from any other fishing trip where groundfish are retained by 
returning to the dock and offloading fish, except as specified in subsection (4)(d)(B)(iii);¶ 
(D) It is unlawful for an angler who retained fish on a long-leader fishing trip to retain more than 10 fish in 
aggregate of the species listed in subsection (4)(b) in the same day;¶ 
(E) It is unlawful to fish for any species in the Groundfish Group, including those listed in subsection (4)(h)(A), 
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inside of the 40-fathom curve or with gear that is not long-leader gear as defined in subsection (4)(e)(F); and¶ 
(F) Federal rules governing the long-leader fishery will supersede these rules to the extent of any inconsistency, 
including the definition of long-leader gear.¶ 
(5i) Take of abalone prohibited, twenty-four hours per day, in all Oregon waters until March 17, 2024.¶ 
Publications: Publications referenced are available from the agenc(j) Take of all species of sea stars is prohibited. ¶ 
(k) The daily limit for European Green Crab is 35 per day. 
Statutory/Other Authority: ORS 496.138 
Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 497.121, ORS 496.146, ORS 496.004, ORS 496.009, ORS 496.162, ORS 
496.012, ORS 497.016, ORS 497.022
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